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    THANKS 

    CASA KUDOS 

Shoutout to Buffalo Wild Wings and O’Reilly  

Auto Parts for sponsoring CASAs Car Wash! 

Thank you to Kansas Volunteer Commission for 

awarding CASA a grant to renew staff CPR train-

ing.  

Kudos to Advantage Printing for their consistent 

help with our printing needs.  

Shoutout to Burr Roasters for partnering with 

CASA for a new endeavor.  

Thank you to Candle Queen Candles for the  

invite to participate in the Chalk the Walk! 

A huge Thank You to numerous sponsors who are 

supporting the Superhero Run and Nite at the 

Races.  Check them out in this newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

“This grant project is supported by subgrant number 19-VOCA-31 awarded through the 

Federal Office for Victims of Crime as administered by the Kansas Governor’s Grants 

Program. The opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this 

publication, program, or exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the Office of the Kansas Governor or the U.S. Department of Justice.” 







CASA participated in the  

Chalk the Walk 2021. Staff 

had a great time and  

shared CASA information  

with about 10 new people! 

 We are always looking for 

more events to participate in 

to share information.  If you 

have a new idea please let us 

know! 



CASA participated in the 

Leavenworth Chamber Wine 

and Nine.  It was a new  

opportunity to share more 

CASA information and the 

glasses were a huge hit! 



Thank you to everyone who 

came to support CASA at our 

first car wash!  Even though it 

got cut short because of weath-

er, we were able to share infor-

mation about CASA with some 

new people and received about 

$200 in donations!  We had a 

great time and plan to do  

another! 
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CASA will be participating in the Leavenworth County Fair 

Parade. We would love for volunteers to join us on the  

parade float.  Please email Jere@casalvks.org if you are  

interested in joining us on July 27th in Tonganoxie.   
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Superhero will be held  

Saturday, August 28th 

CASA Superhero Run will be held Saturday,  

August 28th.  If you are interested in volunteering 

to help at the event, please contact Jeré Deyo at 

Jere@casalvks.org.  For information on  

sponsoring or to sign up to run the race  

information can be found on our website at 

www.casalvks.org/shr.  





Nite at the Races will be held  

Friday, September 17th.  

Nite at the Races will be held Friday, September 

17th at Riverfront Community Center.  If you are 

 interested in helping on a fundraising committee, 

please contact Kelly Meyer at Casa@casalvks.org.  

If you know anyone interested in sponsoring all 

 information can be found on our website at 

www.casalvks.org/NATRsponsor.  







See’s Candy 

The mission of First Judicial District 

CASA Association is to “protect chil-

dren today for stronger families to-

morrow by providing trained, court 

appointed volunteers to advocate 

for the best interests of children and 

https://www.yumraising.com/secure/firstjdc_first_judicial_district_casa78/  

CASAs See’s candy storefront remains open. Consider  

purchasing See’s candy and a portion of the proceeds will be 

donated back to CASA!  



Presentations 

Are you involved in another group or 

organization?  CASA is seeking new 

groups to speak to and share our 

mission and volunteer opportunities.  

Please contact Jere at the office if 

you have a group in mind that we 

may be able to speak to.  

This is the quarterly notification to inform you that AmazonSmile has made a 

charitable donation to the charity you’ve selected, First Judicial District Casa 

Association, in the amount of $32.11 as a result of qualifying purchases made 

by customers who have selected this charity  



Fifty failed years later— it’s time to end and 
dismantle the war on drugs 
By Emma A. Andersson and Grey Gardner.—June 17, 2021 

Fifty years ago— on June 17, 1971— then-President Nixon declared the “War on 
Drugs,” stating that “drug abuse” was “public enemy number one.” Nixon’s decla-
ration was a pretextual political strategy and it was racist.  

John Ehrlichman, President Nixon’s domestic affairs aide, admitted, “We knew 
we couldn't make it illegal to be either against the war or Black, but by getting the 
public to associate the hippies with marijuana and Blacks with heroin and then 
criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those communities...Did we know we 
were lying about the drugs? Of course we did.” 

Of course they did. 

Nixon’s speech came shortly after the enactment of the Controlled Substances 
Act, which criminalized drugs and the people who use them. Since then, the Unit-
ed States has adopted increasingly punitive drug laws, but long prison sentences 
and far reaching civil sanctions have failed to reduce rates of drug use, the avail-
ability or pricing of commonly used drugs, or rates of drug overdose.  

The drug war has not solved any problems associated with drug use, but it has 
caused a lot of harm. Our country has wasted hundreds of billions of taxpayer 
dollars subjecting our own people to mass criminalization and incarceration, bur-
dening people with debilitating criminal records, dividing families, and dispropor-
tionately harming communities of color. Black people are 26 percent of those ar-
rested despite making up just 13.4 percent of the U.S. population, and despite 
the fact that Black and white people use and sell drugs at similar rates.  

During his candidacy, President Biden acknowledged many of the drug war’s 
gravest mistakes. He declared: “No one should be incarcerated for drug use 
alone” and promised to “end, once and for all, the federal crack and powder co-
caine disparity.” Biden committed to “decriminalize the use of cannabis and auto-
matically expunge all prior cannabis use convictions,” and explained that people 
struggling with “substance use disorders should have access to affordable, quali-
ty care long before their situations escalate and they interact with the criminal 
justice system.” 

It’s time to end the drug war and to refocus our nation’s approach to drug use. 
The scientific community has made clear that health and harm-reduction tactics 
are far more effective means of addressing drug use than criminalization.  
 

                     (continued on next page) 



American voters agree. A recent poll conducted by ACLU and Drug Policy 

Alliance (DPA) found that 66 percent of Americans, across political lines, 

support ending criminal penalties for drugs and replacing them with a 

health-centered approach.  

It is time we listened.  

On this 50th anniversary of the Drug War, President Biden must make 

good on his campaign promises and dismantle this rotten system. He 

must take immediate actions to mitigate the harms the drug war has in-

flicted on people and communities—especially people and communities 

of color. He must also begin building a new comprehensive drug policy 

system that is based on public health principles rather than mass crimi-

nalization and incarceration.  

That’s why we at ACLU and DPA came together to identify ten actions 

President Biden can take now to demonstrate that he’s serious about 

ending the drug war. These actions include broad use of the clemency 

power, new priorities for criminal and immigration enforcement, and a 

commission to develop legislation that would repeal all drug war laws and 

replace them with health and science-based laws.  

President Biden must use his clemency power to significantly reduce the 

prison population by granting commutations to people incarcerated for 

drug offenses—including those serving mandatory minimum sentences 

and those still harmed by the crack/powder sentencing disparity. Nearly 

half of the people in federal prison are there for drug offenses; the presi-

dent has unfettered power to change this. President Biden must also par-

don all persons convicted of simple possession.  

We’re also urging President Biden to direct the DOJ to divert resources 

away from the drug war’s worst policies. As a start, federal prosecutors 

must stop charging drug offenses that trigger mandatory minimum sen-

tences, stop prosecuting marijuana offenses, stop urging courts to revoke 

probation, parole, and supervised release on the basis of positive drug 

tests and drug possession, and start advocating for sentences that do not 

punish crack cocaine offenses more harshly than powder cocaine  

offenses.  

               (continued on next page)   

 



President Biden must also stop punishing immigrants for drug possession. Current law 

gives the attorney general and the Department of Homeland Security the discretion to 

impose harsh consequences on immigrants for drug possession. President Biden 

could put a stop to this by ordering the relevant officials to abandon enforcement prac-

tices that target immigrants and jeopardize their ability to obtain legal status because 

of drug possessions or employment in state-sanctioned marijuana industries.  

Finally, fifty years after the enactment of the disastrous Controlled Substances Act, the 

president must convene a commission to propose an entirely new legislative frame-

work for regulating drugs, led largely by those who have been most impacted by the 

drug war. The commission must propose legislation to repeal and replace the Con-

trolled Substances Act and amend all other federal laws that rely upon punitive drug 

war strategies including those relating to health, housing, employment, child welfare, 

immigration, public benefits, and education.  

Biden can declare an end to the drug war and he has the power to unilaterally make 

enormous changes. The road map we’re giving him is here.  

Fifty failed years later — it's time to end and dismantle the war on drugs | TheHill  

In-Service Questions 

To receive one hour of in-service credit, please send your answers to all of the 

following questions to Jeré at: jere@casalvks.org.  

 

1. Please share your thoughts regarding the 

war on drugs article. 

2. What training do you feel CASA could  

provide to help your role at CASA? 

3. What part of your  role as a volunteer do you 

enjoy the least? 

4. Would you be interested in helping with new 

volunteer recruitment? 

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/559031-fifty-failed-years-later-its-time-to-end-and-dismantle-the-war?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&rl=1

